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It has been a huge relief to everyone involved that we have been able to attend ‘live’ 
lectures, course and study days once again during the majority of our 2021/ 22 
season. All of our events have been well attended with numbers increasing steadily as 
covid restrictions were relaxed. 
 
I would like to thank all of the committee, especially the main officers, for their 
continuing hard work and support over the last twelve months. They have worked to 
deliver a diverse programme of events including a new members’ coffee morning held 
rather belatedly in March. This was well attended and hopefully we will be able to 
repeat these social sessions during the new season. Chris Castleden organised a 
number of very well attended Artist Stories courses at NTU and members were 
appreciative of their new venue and enjoyed being able to lunch once again. 
 
We were delighted that Rita, one of our programme secretaries, was able to attend her 
first live Directory Day in London and working with Lynne they will be arranging a first 
class set of lecturers for the 23/24 season. 
 
Ann and Monica had many setbacks with the Study Day programme, due to covid 
restrictions but had a successful day in April at NTU on the History of Leisure. We look 
forward to their planned study day this November with Nigel Bates lecturing on The 
Opera House. Tickets are selling fast! 
 
Sadly, we have said goodbye to some of our longstanding committee members. 
Adrian has finally retired from his IT role. We must thank him for his sterling work 
during the covid crisis enabling us all to enjoy both monthly lectures and mini study 
days by Zoom. His place will be taken by Philip Glanfield who along with his wife 
Sheelagh will join us on the committee. Beth Hall, our dedicated Heritage Volunteer 
representative is also stepping down and we welcome Vivienne Jarvis who has held 
this role previously in TAS Hampshire.  Finally, both Chris Elston and Lynne Morgan 
are leaving the committee. We are truly grateful for all their input over the years in 
ensuring the society ran smoothly in all its aspects. 
  
Our Young Arts and Heritage Volunteers work is making steady progress post covid. 
Do read their excellent reports which summarise their work to date and do get involved 
if you feel inclined. This year the committee approved a further £500 sponsored 
bursary for a third final year arts student at NTU to complement our existing support 
two students for the last few years.  
 
Looking forward, our healthy finances enable the society to subsidise the membership 
fee for the 2022-3 season to keep it below £50. Our preferred system of payment is by 
electronic means and we hope to phase out payment by cheques in the near future. 
We have also acquired a card payment machine to allow an easy payment process for 
those attending our meetings. 
 
 Finally, a big thank you to all our members who have continually supported us with 
cheery smiles. Without you we wouldn’t exist and be such a successful society. 
 
Ilanah Dance 
August 2022 


